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and ministers of the Christian churches. These far-seeing men
were always gladly received in the movement, but they risked much
when they joined it. To ally themselves with Socialism required
courage and a faith strong enough to face the active persecution
which participation in its work then frequently involved. The
clergymen of the Church of England were in a position of inde-
pendence compared with that of nonconformist ministers, whose
livelihood might depend upon the approval of a few perhaps
intolerant and uninformed chapel notables. It was natural
therefore that in these circumstances, we received more open
support from clergymen than from ministers of the dissenting
communions.
The Church had, indeed, a great and respected tradition in this
matter, although neither Frederick Denison Maurice nor Charles
Kingsley was a Socialist in the sense in which Socialism is now
understood, and it is doubtful whether they were even social
democrats; but they were beyond all question prophets, if the
modern Church has ever produced such. They saw clearly the
evils that the competitive system of industry had produced; they
smote it where it stood, and they did not hesitate to say * Thou art
the man' to whoever was individually responsible for the anti-social
acts they condemned.
. As the Rev. Stewart D. Headlam pointed out, 'we who are
Socialists owe a special debt of gratitude to the men who gathered
round Maurice in 1848, and under his influence and teaching made
by their work and writings the propagation of Socialism a far
easier thing than it otherwise would have been/1 The bravery
shown by men like Maurice and Kingsley in adopting * Socialism,'
and in declaring it to be 'Christian/ was at a time when to most
people it meant both atheism and loose morals. To Maurice it
meant co-operation as opposed to competition, and he declared
that 'any one who recognizes the true principle of co-operation as
a stronger and higher principle than that of competition has a right
to the honour and disgrace of being called a Socialist.*a
Kingsley was satisfied to be the interpreter of Maurice, but he
was not afraid to admit that the Church had been false and timid
in its approach to the social problems of the day. 'We have used
the Bible as if it were the special constable's handbook—an opium
dose for keeping beasts of burden patient while they were being
1	Quoted by Adderley, The Parson in Socialism, p. 159.
2	Quoted ibid. p. 160.

